
Amrit Gill is a St. Louis developer and an owner of
the Corondado Hotel
(KEVIN MANNING/P-D)
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5 MINUTES WITH . . .Amrit Gill
By Martin Van Der Werf
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When you came to St. Louis, what was your
plan?

The idea was to come here, do an MBA at
Wash U., go back home and buy a company. I
was interested in marketing. 

Instead, I went into mergers and acquisitions …
for a small holding company. And got married to
Amy and never left.

How did you meet Amy? 

When I moved to the states, I moved in with an
Armenian law student (and) a
Belgian engineering student. We
had a three-bed-

room apartment in the Loop. The
Armenian, who looked just like
Cary Grant … was one of Amy's
best friends.

Were you enjoying your job?

I made pretty good money, and,
straight out of business school I
was flying around the country in
private planes. It was a prestigious
job.

But for people who (are)
independent, it kind of grates to
have somebody telling you no, no 
… don't do it that way. Do it my

way, even if you know that he doesn't know what he is talking about.

When I started my own company and I owned my own real estate … the value that I was
creating was a million times what I was getting paid.

Did you always want to restore older property as opposed to new construction?

New construction is easy. It's not (in) any way close to the challenge that restoration is.

I get a big kick out of seeing a building that everybody had written off like the one you are
sitting in. This couldn't be developed, (people said) this needed to be a parking lot. Look at it
now. It's very productive.

What made you fall in love with St. Louis?

So much opportunity. (In) St. Louis in the early '90s, you could throw a stone and you would
hit 10 different business opportunities. It was a great place to be an entrepreneur.

Amy says you deal with the bankers and the lawyers. Is that satisfying?

I do it because someone has to do it. But the bulk of my work still is steering the direction of
the company.

Forest Park Southeast -- I came up with it, presented it to her, and she liked it. That's why we
did it. It was one of my visions.

Amrit Gill
{". Fact box bold colon"/}Co-owner, Restoration
St. Louis, A&A Contracting, and Checkmate
Design
Age: 40
Education: Bachelor's degree in history,
University of Delhi (India); master's degree in
history, Jawaharlal Nehru University (India);
master's in business administration, Washington
University
Personal: Lives in Skinker/DeBaliviere
neighborhood with wife, Amy; sons Wyatt, 11, and
Dylan, 9; and daughters Katie, 4, and Annie, 2
Career: 1990-93, Market analyst, GR Group Inc.;
1993, began acquiring real estate and started
Restoration St. Louis

Last week, I spoke with Amy Gill. This week, I talk to
her husband, Amrit. Together they run Restoration St.
Louis, which has rehabbed such buildings as the
Coronado Hotel and the Moolah Temple in St. Louis.
Amrit came to St. Louis from India to study. He
quickly became fascinated by the real estate industry,
and began investing in two- and three-family
apartment buildings. Now he is trying to restore entire
neighborhoods. His current project is Forest Park
Southeast.
We spoke in his office at the Coronado.
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It's the same thing with the Moolah. I just bought the building, and then we came up with a
plan for it. The day I bought it and told her about it, I told her if all  else fails, we will put
apartments in the wings and a big movie theater in the middle. After 200 different plans --
trying to make it into the art department for St. Louis University, moving the Opera Theater
here -- we came back to, if all  else fails, apartments in the wings and a movie theater. And
that's exactly what we did.

You said you bought the building and then you told her about it?

If I feel like we have to do (something) in order for this company to survive, I am going to do
it, and I'll deal with the problem of my marriage later. Because our marriage is strong enough
to withstand anything. … I know that and I don't take advantage of that. But we have both
been in the situation and made an important decision (without consulting the other) because
there was no time or it was just important enough that it just had to be done.

Have you thought about doing work in other cities?

I was fascinated by New Orleans. I have a box full of research we did, we lobbied heavily to
have state historic tax credits in Louisiana. That was four years ago. That was when we
found out that Amy was pregnant (with their third child). We decided to leave it alone.

Yet, you did purchase a resort in the Cayman Islands (called Treasure Island).

Yes, but my brother is down there, so I

(don't) have to worry about it day and night. That was the difference. Plus the (profit) margins
(there) make St. Louis look like a losing proposition. The margins are phenomenal.

Are you looking for more opportunities like that?

I don't want to make it too complicated. We are going to run that, run it well for a little while,
and then we will see.

What could St. Louis become?

Boston.

There was a city, it was floundering kind of like St. Louis, and they reinvented themselves as
a center for biotechnology. It's a thriving city. That's what I'd like to see in St. Louis, where
the city never sleeps.

Now St. Louis is trying to become a biotech center, too, but more than two decades
later.

Are we too late? I wonder.

Never forget that originally the idea for the Cortex (development area) was to make it into a
telecom corridor. It was huge in the '90s. By the time we got our (expletive) together, telecom
was dead and what was coming up was biotech. That seems to be a problem we have:
vision. Where we can visualize the next big thing and be first.

One of your more interesting ideas is turning the large grain elevator in midtown just
north of Highway 40 into housing. Are you serious about that?

Absolutely. I've talked about that for a year and a half, two years, three years now. It's not
available. It's a working, functioning grain elevator building. But someday it will go through its
useful life and it will be sitting there vacant. And at that time there will be an opportunity for
someone to do something with it.

Is there anything about St. Louis that reminds you of India?

Nope.

Does that sadden you?

No. I had a great time in India, I love India. You know I didn't become an American until
2001, right?

I didn't know that.

There was a lot of pressure from the banks who were lending me millions of dollars. Every
opportunity they got, they were on my case for the fact that I wasn't an American. And I
always said I am not an American. I don't feel like an American. I will not take American
citizenship.

Well, in 2001 (months before Sept. 11), I don't know what prompted it, but I dreamed that we
got attacked, that the United States got into a war, and I was called up to fight. I thought I
would bear arms to defend this country, and I guess that does make me an American,
because if you are willing to kill somebody over your country, well, that is your country at that
point. So that's when I thought, "I guess I'm an American now, I'll go take the oath." And I did.

I'd listened to it hundreds of times before, but since I took the oath, I can't listen to the
national anthem without shivering.
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