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DOWN 'I'H E D RAI N MSD'S STRAPPED PLUMBING TARGETED BY DEVELOPERS
S : hf’\‘

BY M. HAZE LESCHER

Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD)
now requires strapped plumbing in new
buildings end those undergoing total
rehabilitation in St. Louis City. The

sewapge won't infiltrate their base-
ments. “The purpose is to protect the
pecple who are purchasing the new
developments in the city and get a
good reputation end just keep the ball

chenge will edd thou- X rolling,” MSD
sands of dollars to the "We're Iﬂfk]}]g rraw  Director of
cost of development and Engineering, Brian

hes drawn the ire of city
officiels and developers.
Strapped  plumhbing

earns its name because the plumbing line
is strapped to the ceiling of the besement
insterd of running through the bottom of
Beceuse the strapped
plumbing line is higher than the stendard

the basement.

system line, significantly higher than the  more expensive than
sewer mein and involves & sump pump, MS5D's estimates. She fig-
flooding sewege backup is less likely. ures the cost betwesn

MSD believes strapped plumbing
gives homehuyers the assurence that

S BOWM THE DRAIN settmdizn g |

building, &nd asserts thet her num-
bers include costs that MSD neglect-
ed to mention, such as the expense
of hiring an engineer and & survey-
or. Ultimately, Gill attests that the
requirements may end up costing
her compeny around $700,000 over
the next few years.

(zill does not egree that the city
should move towards strepped
plumbing. "I live in the city. [ love
the city and [ want to teke cere of
the city, but this in not the way,” she
said. She believes that MSD has no
solid plan to fix the overall prob-
lem.

sewage
into your home..."

coming Hoelscher said.

AT WHAT CO5T?

Louis, believes it will be

MS5D believes strepped plumbing
will cost between $500 end S2.000 -
more per new home, Amy Gill, chief - S ey,

executive officer of Restoration St

Rastorntion 5S¢ Louls CEQ Amy Gill {rop beft) ond Aldemman Steven Conwey [botem) both oppose new role.

55,000 eand $15,000 per
contisued an p 16

rating the wasteweter and storm
water only to be reunited in the
city's combined sewer system.,

Beneath most of St. Louis city
lays & combined sewer system in
which sewage waste and storm
water drein into the same pipe.
Muost of the County operates under a
separate system where two pipes
seperate the weste water end storm
watar.

For the City to chenge to & sepa-
rate system would be extremely
expensive and unreelistic et this
point according to MSD spokesper-
son Lance LeComhb, who blames
most of the besement beckups and
floods on the old sewer system.

Aldermen Ken Ortmann and
Steven Conwey hboth spoke out
ageinst the new codes.

"MSD has got to use common
sense,” said Ortmenn.

"Why do they want to inflict that

THE PROFESSOR

that he end others may go to the
state legislature asking for change.
Urtmann said he would support
Conwey.

MSD meanwhile promises some
flexibilitv. Both LeComb and

[E they have no plan its like LeComb  expleins finenciel burden on developers (and ~ Hoelscher say that strepped plumb-
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a life altering event for several days
to a few weeks,” he said.

He continued, "Wa're talking
rew sewage coming into your home
and in some cases not draining for
several hours to several deys and
it's a life altering event that [ don't
think you cen put a doller value on
in terms of protecting vourself
ageinst.”

Many MED critics argue not only
about the strapped plumbing proj-
ect but ebout a similar code change
in which homes must separate
waste watar and storm water. These
critics do not see the point of sepa-

Program to evaluate end expand the
collection and treatment of westa
water. The projected 20 yeer pro-
gram began over 3 years ago by
expanding the capabilities of the
tregtment plants. This yvear the pro-
gram will begin evalusting lines
under the streets and alleys.

Bob  Boyd, The FPlumhbing
Inspection Supervisor for the City
of St. Louis offered & simpler
option. "I think if people would
hawve installed & backwater valve it
would have been cheaper end sasi-
ar,” he said.

plumbing will not enforce MSD's
new codes, Conway also mentionad

keep out of besements. = =



